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now than formerly ? It is not denied, that there will be in
every place a licensed shop, where drunkards may riot in
security; and what can be more inviting to wretches who
place in drunkenness their utmost felicity ? If you should
favourably suppose no more to be sold, yet why should
those who now buy any supposed quantity, buy less when
the restraint is taken away?

If it be urged, that the present law does in reality im-
pose no restraint, the intended act will make no alteration.
There is no real prohibition now, there will be no nominal
prohibition hereafter; and, therefore, the law will only
produce what its advocates expect from it, a yearly addi-
tion to the revenue of the government. But, my lords,
let us at last inquire to what it is to be imputed, that the
present law swells the statute book to no purpose? and
why this pernicious trade is carried on with, confidence and
security, in opposition to the law? It will not surely be
confessed, that the government has wanted authority to
execute its own laws; that the legislature has been awed
by the populace, by the dregs of the populace, the drunk-
ards and the beggars! Yet when the provisions made for
the execution of a law so salutary, so just, and so neces-
sary, were found defective, why were not others substituted
of greater efficacy ? Why, when one informer was torn in
pieces, were there not new securities proposed to protect
those who should by the same offence displease the people
afterwards?

The law, my lords, has failed of a groat part of its effect;
but it has failed by cowardice on one part, and negligence
on another; and though the duty, as it was laid, was in it-
self somewhat invidious, it would, however, have been en-
forced, could the revenue have gained as much by the pun-
ishment as was gained by the toleration of debauchery.

It has, however, some effect; it may be imagined, that
no man can be trusted where he is not known, and that
some men are known too well to be trusted; and, therefore,
many must be occasionally hindered from drinking spirits,
while the law remains in its present state; who, when
houses are set open by license, will never want an oppor-